














































 

5.2.  PPS7  

 

5.2.1. PPS7 states: 

 

5.2.2. “ensuring people have decent places to live by improving the quality and 

sustainability of local environments and neighbourhoods” 

 

5.2.3. “All development in rural areas should be well designed and inclusive, in 

keeping and scale with its location, and sensitive to the character of the 

countryside and local distinctiveness” 

 

5.2.4. “have regard to the amenity of any nearby residents or other rural 

businesses that may be adversely affected by new types of on-farm 

development” 

 

5.2.5. Section 15 states: “Planning authorities should continue to ensure that the 

quality and character of the wider countryside is protected and, where 

possible, enhanced.”  

 

5.2.6. Proposals which site wind turbines within 1.5km of residential dwellings can 

not be said to enhance the quality of the countryside nor have regard to the 

amenity of local residents and must be rejected. 

 

5.3.  PPS23  

 

5.3.1. PPS23 states: 
 

5.3.2.  “the precautionary principle should be invoked when: 

• there is good reason to believe that harmful effects may occur to human, 

animal or plant health, or to the environment 

• the level of scientific uncertainty about the consequences or likelihood of the 

risk is such that best available scientific advice cannot assess the risk with 

sufficient confidence to inform decision-making.” 
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5.3.3. Application of ETSU R 97 is subordinate to the commitment to the 

Precautionary Principle outlined in PPS23. The objections to ETSU R 97 are 

so fundamental and the concerns regarding its validity so great, as is the 

evidence of human harm, that the precautionary principle must be invoked 

and consequently PPS 23 and EV/23 applied and permission refused on 

that account. 

 

 

5.4  East Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS8)  
 

5.4.1. Policy 41 states: “In establishing criteria for onshore wind energy 

Development Plans and future Local Development Frameworks, should give 

particular consideration to: the effect on the built environment (including 

noise intrusion).”  

 

5.4.2. Proposals that site wind turbines within 1.5km of residential dwellings do not 

give sufficient consideration to the noise effects on the built environment 

and are therefore in contravention of RSS8. 

 

5.5.  Harborough District Local Plan  
 
5.5.1. Harborough District Local Plan states that: 

 
5.5.2. “the district council will grant planning permission for the development of 

renewable energy schemes provided that they do not have an unacceptable 

impact on the landscape, features of historic and archaeological interest, 

nearby land use, residential amenity……..” 

 

5.5.3. “..proposals should not adversely affect the established character of the 

surrounding area in terms of scale, space around buildings, density, design, 

colour and texture of materials” 
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5.5.4. “…new development should not adversely affect the amenities of 

neighbouring users…” 

 

5.5.5. Policy EV/5 states: “The district council will refuse planning permission for 

development proposals in the countryside unless the following criteria are 

met: 

• The development does not adversely affect the character and appearance 

of the countryside 

• The development does not adversely affect the amenities of the residents of 

the area 

• Any new buildings are sited in a position that minimises their impact on the 

landscape and on important views into and out of villages” 

 

5.5.6. Clearly, any development which places wind turbines within 1.5km of 

residential dwellings will adversely affect the amenity of the residents and 

must be rejected. 

 

5.5.7. Policy EV/23 states: “the District Council will impose conditions on planning 

permissions to ensure that the development does not have an adverse 

effect on the character of its surroundings or harm the amenities of nearby 

users, through noise…If the District Council is not satisfied that these 

adverse effects would be overcome by the imposition of conditions, planning 

permission will not be granted” 

 

5.5.8. The evidence presented in this paper provides incontrovertible proof that 

wind turbines emit levels of noise harmful to human health and wellbeing. 

ETSU R 97 does not provide sufficient protection for residents as has been 

amply demonstrated by several leading researchers.  
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5.6  Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Structure Plan 1996-2016 
Resource Management Policy 1 

 

5.6.1. LLRSP 1996-2016 states: “All new development will minimise or avoid air, 

noise, water, land and light pollution” 

 

5.6.2. Developments within 1.5km of residential dwellings engender several types 

of pollution: noise, light (the likelihood of aviation lights) and shadow flicker, 

and will certainly not be minimised. 

 

6.  Overall Conclusions 
 

7.1. The only mitigation of sleep disturbance from industrial wind turbine noise is 

a setback of at least 1.5km and probably greater. This estimate is based on 

data from present installations, many of which have a much smaller rated 

capacity than those proposed by Nuon. Most of the village of Swinford as 

well as outlying properties are within 1-1.5km of the proposed site and there 

is therefore a very high risk that a large proportion of residents would be 

adversely affected. The application must be rejected. 
 

 
CD Hanning 
 
14th June 2009 
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Figure 1. Sound level and annoyance for different noise sources (van den 
Berg 2008)  
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Sound level and annoyance for different noise sources (Pedersen E 
and Persson Waye, 2004) 
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Table 1. Recommendations for setback of residential properties from industrial wind turbines 
 
Note 1. The 2km limit from edges of towns and villages seems to have been set more for visual than noise reasons 
 

Authority Year  Notes Recommendation 

Miles Kilometres 

Frey & Hadden 2007 Scientists. Turbines >2MW >1.24 >2 

Frey & Hadden 2007 Scientists. Turbines <2MW 1.24 2 

Harry 2007 UK Physician 1.5 2.4 

Pierpont 2008 US Physician  1.5 2.4 

Welsh Affairs Select Committee 1994 Recommendation for smaller turbines 0.93 1.5 

Scottish Executive 2007 See note 1. 1.24 2 

Adams 2008 US Lawyer 1.55 2.5 

Bowdler 2007 UK Noise engineer 1.24 2 

French National Academy of Medicine 2006 French physicians 0.93 1.5 

The Noise Association 2006 UK scientists 1 1.6 

Kamperman & James 2008 US Noise engineers >.62 >1 

Kamperman 2008 US Noise engineer >1.24 >2 

Bennett 2008 NZ Scientist >0.93 >1.5 

Acoustic Ecology Institute 2009 US Noise engineers 0.93 1.5 
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