association to protect

AMHERST ISLAND
PO Box 6
5695 Front Road,
Stella, ON K0H2S0
protectai@kos.net

January 24, 2014
Premier Kathleen Wynne
Legislative Bldg
Room 281
Queen's Park
Toronto ON M7A 1A1
WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO ALL OF OUR RIGHTS

Dear Premier Wynne
RE:

EBR 012-0774 Windlectric Inc Proposal for Turbines on Amherst Island
TransCanada Proposal for the Napanee Generating Station
Lafarge Cement 2020 Project

The Association to Protect Amherst Island urges you to keep your personal commitment made to
Laurie Kilpatrick in a brief meeting this summer in Perth that your Government’s decisions would be
science and evidence-based.
On November 13, 2013, the Association to Protect Amherst Island requested you to put in place an
integrated process to consider the impact of three new large concurrent projects on Amherst Island: the
proposed Windlectric turbine project, the proposed TransCanada Napanee Gas Plant, and the Lafarge
Cement 2020 project in addition to the existing Lennox Generating Station.
The Association’s specific requests were to:
•
•
•

defer consideration of the Windlectric REA application pending completion of further studies on
the cumulative impact of the four industrial projects on Island residents;
ensure that noise and particulate emission monitoring equipment is installed on Amherst Island
at this time to create a baseline for noise and particulate emissions;
instruct MOE to respond to noise complaints concerning Lennox Generating Station and the
Lafarge plant and enforce existing regulations now;

•

•
•

require all three companies to engage one set of independent consultants to produce
comprehensive reports on the cumulative impacts of noise and particulate emissions on
Amherst Island such that the combined noise sources and the impact on receptors take into
account the propagation of sound across water;
given the very high fraction of homes within 4 dBA of the Ontario noise limit, require the Ministry
of the Environment to incorporate uncertainty, the wind speed gradient, downwind turbulence
and refraction in the prediction of turbine noise;
publish the consultants' findings on the Environmental Registry and allow 90 days for public
comment;

The Association is outraged that your Government chose to ignore a reasonable request to carefully
consider the cumulative impact of three major initiatives and instead posted the Windlectric Inc.
proposal to blanket Amherst Island on the Environmental Registry for public comment.
Indeed, you chose not to personally respond to our request. Ms. Agatha Garcia-Wright, Director,
Ministry of the Environment, in a carefully crafted explanation fundamentally acknowledged that the
Government of Ontario has no integrated process for considering the cumulative impact of multiple
initiatives. The suggestion that the Ministry of the Environment will have regard for its Environmental
Values including cumulative impact in its consideration of the three projects is simply laughable without
fact-based analysis.
The Association, a small volunteer organization on a small Island in Lake Ontario is currently reviewing
proposals for four major initiatives that significantly impact the Island:
1. Windlectric Inc Renewable Energy Application under EBR 012-0774 posted January 2, 2014
with comments due to the Ministry of the Environment by March 8, 2014. The final documents
include over 1000 pages of additional documentation not previously made available to the
public.
2. The Ministry of Transportation released the Amherst Island Ferry Terminals Study G.W.P. 406709-00 on December 31, 2013 with comments due February 4, 2014.
3. TransCanada on January 21, 2014 provided notice of completion of ERR and Supporting
Documents for the Napanee Generating Station (NGS).. The notice is to advise the public and
all other stakeholders that the ERR and Supporting Documents for the NGS will be available for
a 30-day review and comment period from January 21 to February 20, 2014.
4. Lafarge proposes Cement 2020 and it is anticipated that the environmental review will be
completed and posted for public comment in the immediate future.
To call this “public consultation” is ludicrous. It is simply impossible for the Association and the Island
community to make meaningful comment when the Government has not put in place the processes
required to fully understand the impact of multiple concurrent projects.
Accordingly, the Association to Protect Amherst Island without prejudice to all of its rights:
•

•
•

•

requests once again that you instruct the Ministry of the Environment to put in place an
integrated process to consider the cumulative impact of the Windlectric Inc. project posted
under EBR 012-0774, the proposed TransCanada Napanee Gas Plant, and the Lafarge Cement
2020 project
defer posting EBR 012-0774 Windlectric Inc. until such time as an integrated review process is
in place
as the concerns of the Association to Protect Amherst Island have not been met, elevate the
proposed TransCanada Napanee Gas Plant to a full environmental review under section
116/01 Electricity Projects Regulation and defer the period for public comments until such time
as the integrated review process is in place
as the concerns of the Association to Protect Amherst Island have not been met, elevate the
proposed Lafarge Cement 2020 project to a full environmental review under Ontario Regulation
101/07 Waste Management Projects Regulation and defer the period for public comments until
such time as the integrated review process is in place.

Our preferred outcome is the rejection of the Windlectric REA application.
Named one of the Top Ten endangered places in Canada by Heritage Canada The National Trust
(formerly the Heritage Canada Foundation) due to the threat of wind turbines on its rich cultural and
natural heritage, Amherst Island is simply the wrong place for wind turbines.
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your timely response given the imminent
deadlines imposed by your Government.
Sincerely

Peter G. Large P. Eng
President, APAI
c.c.
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